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when the lesion is of a non-ulcerating lobular pneumonic char/
acter, as it is at this stage that suitable care and treatment will
bring about resolution and complete cure. The carrying out of
group investigations by means of tuberculin tests, radiological
examination, and clinical examination, with the consequent
preventive measures which must be adopted, necessarily involves
expenditure of time, money, and labour, but in view of the
accepted fact that in the majority of cases detection of a pulmonary
lesion in the early pre/caseating stage is impossible by physical
examination alone, the adoption of this system, especially in the
case of groups exposed to risk such as contacts, is the only means
by which the successful detection of early cases of clinical infection
can be secured. Moreover, it provides for the subdivision of the
group exposed to risk into three separate sub-groups; namely,
susceptibles, those with primary non-clinical infection, and those
with clinical infection. A knowledge of the existence of these
groups is essential to the application of appropriate remedial and
prophylactic measures.
FACILITIES FOR DIAGNOSIS. The provision of
adequate facilities for confirming the diagnosis in doubtful cases
of the disease must be available, more especially to the medical
practitioner in general practice. The bacteriological examination
of sputum, pus, and other suspected material, and the radio/
logical examination of suspected lesions must be provided for as
far as is practicable. While such facilities exist in the larger
towns and cities and are readily available in connexion with
clinics and at larger hospitals, they are only remotely available
in scattered rural districts. It is not possible to provide facilities
for radiological and bacteriological examinations in the rural
districts to the same extent as is in urban districts, and it is here
that the helpful co-operation of the general practitioner can be
of real value. He can be regularly supplied with, and have always
available the outfit necessary for the posting of specimens to the
central laboratory, and he can notify the tuberculosis officer of the
district that he wishes to have a specimen investigated or to have
the suspected patient examined. The sending of specimens by
post entails a certain amount of trouble and requires the intelligent
co-operation of the patient, but it is time and trouble well spent.
Too much emphasis cannot be laid on the importance of the
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